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Canadian Organic Standard Update 
By Janine Gibson 
The results of the Organic Agriculture
Committee vote on the Canadian General
Standards Board (CGSB) Organic
Standard have been unofficially released.
Paddy Doherty, Coordinator of the
Canadian Organic Initiative, a joint
Industry and Province of British Columbia-
funded project, reported that 32 ballots
were returned August 9th.  24 committee
members voted yes, 7 no and 1
vote has yet to be determined. Lots of
comments were submitted by the voting
constituents, which will delay the timeline
for the Standard being adopted. All no
votes must have their recommended
changes addressed by CGSB and the
Organic Committee, prior to the release of
the standard. As well, all comments must
have a complete response addressing
concerns. 
Robert Beauchemin of  La Table Filiere of
the Province of Quebec, stated  during the
August 10th Ad Hoc Organic Regulatory
(ORC) teleconference where this
information was presented, that "one can
safely assume ALL the negative votes
came from Quebec," to protest the fact
that this standard remains a voluntary
standard.           [see Canada, page 10] 
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IOIA & AQS to Offer ISO 9001:2000 Training  
In response to member requests, IOIA will partner with AQS Management Systems, 
Inc. of St. Paul to provide ISO 9001:2000 Lead Auditor training on October 18-22 in 
Elmer, New Jersey.  IOIA invited AQS to present this training in a bold step to raise 
the bar for excellence for organic inspectors and keep up with the ever-increasing 
expectations of the industry. IOIA 9001:2000 auditor training will help organic 
inspectors do better inspection work and help them to diversify the services they can 
offer.  
Successful completion of this ISO 9001:2000 Lead Auditor course will meet the 
training requirement for Registrar Accreditation Board (RAB) Certification.  
Certificates of Successful Completion and 3.6 Continuing Education Units will be 
issued to all those who attend all sessions, participate fully, and pass the exam. 
Others will receive a Certificate of Attendance.  
The lead trainer for this 36-hour RAB accredited training is Mark Ames, president 
of AQS Management Systems. AQS Management Systems was chosen for its unique 
qualifications. AQS is the only RAB Accredited course provider that has a sector 
specific Lead Auditor course for Food/Food Production. No organization has been 
doing ANSI-RAB Accredited Lead Auditor Training longer than AQS. AQS also 
offers a uniquely agricultural perspective on ISO 9001. Lead Auditor training 
vendors have the most experience with manufacturing. Ames is the author of AQS 
Management Systems ISO 9001:2000 Lead Auditor and Internal Auditor training 
programs with Agricultural Focus and has presented these trainings extensively 
throughout North America. He is currently working with the USDA in developing 
and mapping the process for Identity Preserved (IP) for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables. 
He has provided direct ISO project support to several Farm and Agricultural-related 
organizations including the USDA. He serves as team leader for the development of 
an AG9000 standard, based on ISO 9001:2000, which the US is planning to propose 
for inclusion as an ISO standard. 
This course provides a unique and affordable opportunity for attendees to take the 
rigorous, RAB accredited and widely recognized training in an organic inspector 
audience. Options are available to lodge at Appel Farm or to commute daily from 
nearby hotels. Registration fees including meals and lodging are comparable to the 
course fee at other locations without those benefits. IOIA hopes to develop this 
mutually beneficial partnership to offer the training in Spanish language in the near 
future.  
Who May take this Training? Attendees need not meet the usual criteria to attend 
IOIA advanced training (minimum number of inspections and trainings) in order to 
receive a certificate for this training. The training is open to all applicants who desire 
the certificate.   Preference will be given, however, to organic inspector applicants 
and IOIA members. Certification agencies are 
encouraged to send representatives to this course. 
Minimum course size is 10 and maximum is 20. 
Deadline to apply is September 8. 
Applications received after that date will be 
accepted if the course is not full and if possible for 
an extra $50 late fee. 
All registration is through the IOIA office.  
Application forms and information can also be 
downloaded at www.ioia.net. [see ISO, page 10]          

 

Notes from The Chair 
By Brian Magaro 
Please keep in mind that the information contained
in the Notes from the Chair are based on an
individuals’ independent opinion and may or may
not be those of the "controlling" majority. 
Here in PA there has been rain and more
rain so crops are suffering in many
different ways, weed pressure to name
just one. In many other places there were
heavy rains early in the season and now
this is being followed by dry conditions. I
have seen many unplanted fields or areas
where land that was worked a bit wet, to
get things planted, is now filled with hard
dry clumps with crops that are stunted
and showing signs of being nutrient
deficient. Which, of  [see Notes, page 19] 
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In Brief… 
Next Accreditation Deadline: 
October 1 
Please check your Accreditation 
expiration date! You must renew or 
apply by October 1 in order to be 
listed as Accredited in the 2005 
Membership Directory. 
Accreditation is available in 3 
categories (Crops, Livestock, and 
Processing) to Inspector Members 
of IOIA with at least 2 years of 
inspection experience. Contact 
IOIA for application forms. Also, 
see the IOIA website, 
www.ioia.net, for Accreditation 
Program details. 
 
Wishing Speedy Recoveries! 
Lots of Well Wishes to Marina 
Buchan and Mary Wilson, who 
both got more action this summer 
than they bargained for. See page 
5 for the story. 
 
NOSB Meets in Oct 
The National Organic Standards 
Board meeting will be held Oct. 12-
14 in Washington, DC. There will 
be 5 new appointments to the 
Board come January. Nominations 
for the open seats were closed on 
June 14. About 45-50 names were 
submitted. The NOP has agreed to 
provide a list of nominees to the 
Board during the upcoming 
October meeting. 
 
OTA’s Congressional 
Education Day is Oct 14 
Also held in Washington, DC and 
concurrent with the NOSB meeting 
and Natural Products Expo East show. 
Info at www.ota.com and 
www.expoeast.com 
 
EC Adopts ‘O’ Action Plan 
On June 10, the European 
Commission adopted the "European 
Action Plan for Organic Food and 
Farming". Its objective is to facilitate 
the ongoing development of organic 
farming in the European Union. The 
Commission put forward a list of 21 
concrete policy measures to be 
implemented, such as improving 
information about organic farming, 
streamlining public support via rural 
development, improving production 
standards and strengthening research. 
 

Membership Updates 
Any changes are italicized. Other parts of 
the addresses remain the same unless noted.  
Any additions or corrections to information 
categories other than addresses and contact 
numbers will be listed in the 2005 Hardcopy 
Membership Directory or can be viewed on 
the 2004 Online Directory. 
 
Bernard Barnaud 
HC 76 Box 109 
Nisland, SD 57762, USA 
 
Marg Dickson 
mgdickson@sympatico.ca 
 
Stanley Edwards 
Fax: 208.354-4467 
Email: stanleye@tetontel.com 
 
Fred Ehlert 
12194 East Amherst Circle 
Aurora, CO 80014, USA 
Home: 303.695.5440 
 
Billy Hunter 
Email: FarmAurora@kdsi.net 
 
Gerardo Medina Medina 
Email: gmedina@speedy.com.pe 
 
Andrew Monk  
Email: ceo@bfa.com.au 
 
Don Persons 
Home/work: 660.883.5818 
Fax: NA 
 
Summer Address: (05/29/04-09/06/04) 
Maarten Samsom 
207 Park Street Apt. # 2 
Burlington, VT 05401 
Telephone: 802 860 4781 
Cell Phone: 802 578 5407 ( unchanged) 
Email: maartsam@together.net 
(unchanged) 
 
Supporting Members:  
Emily Brown Rosen 
Organic Research Associates 
PO Box 5 
Titusville, NJ 8560 USA 
Work: 609.737.8630 
Fax: 609.737.6652 
Email: ebrownrosen@earthlink.net 
 
Jerry Fry 
1182 County Road 1590 
Willow Springs, MO 65793 USA  
 
Cheryl Laxton 
Email: Claxton@telus.net 

Marie Schadë-Wood 
5801 Spring Valley Road #1711 
Dallas, TX 75254, USA 
Home: 972.386.6806 
 
Welcome Returning Former Members  
(not printed in the 2004 Directory)  
SUPPORTING INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS: 
Krista Wanser 
12610 Waverly Rd 
Waverly, NE 68462 USA 
Home: 402-786-3766Fax: 240-525-
8833Email: ipocs@inebraska.com 
 
SUPPORTING BUSINESS MEMBERS: 
Primuslabs 
Juan Muniz 
2810 Industrial Parkway 
Santa Maria, CA 93455 USA 
Work: 805.922.0055 
Fax: 805.922.2462 
Email: juan@primuslabs.com 
 
WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS: 
INSPECTORS: 
Jana Thomas 
(Cawston, BC. 
CANADA) 
 

IOIA Board of Directors 
Brian Magaro ………………………..Chair 
Garry Lean …………………….Vice Chair 
Jack Reams….………….…..….Treasurer 
Ann Baier….………….……...….Secretary 
Dag Falck..…..…………………Ex. Comm  
Member-At-Large ………….….…..Vacant 
Luis Brenes…………….....Board Member 
Doug Crabtree……………...……Alternate 
Ann Lameka…………………..…Alternate 
KarenTroxell...……………….…..Alternate 
THE INSPECTORS’ REPORT is the 
newsletter of the Independent Organic 
Inspectors Association (IOIA). IOIA is a 
501 (c)(3) educational organization, 
whose mission is to address issues and 
concerns relevant to organic inspectors, 
to provide quality inspector training and 
to promote integrity and consistency in 
the organic certification process. Editorial 
Staff: Diane Cooner, Box 1259, 
Guerneville, CA 95446 USA. Phone/fax 
707-869-3017, ioiaweb @ioia.net 
Deadlines are Feb 1, May 1, Aug 1 & 
Nov 1. Relevant articles are welcomed. 
We strive for accuracy, but the Editor and 
IOIA cannot be held responsible for 
errors or omissions.  
Published quarterly on  
recycled paper.  
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IOIA Scholarships Available for Organic
Inspector Training 
IOIA accepts applications for the annual Andrew
Rutherford Scholarship Award, which provides full tuition
for an IOIA-sponsored organic inspector training course
during the following year.  
Both prospective and experienced inspectors are eligible
to apply for the Rutherford Scholarship. It is awarded to an
individual on the basis of need and potential as judged by
the IOIA Scholarship Committee. Applicants can choose
to attend any IOIA-sponsored training. The Scholarship
pays for tuition, room and board but does not cover
transportation or other expenses.  
The late Andrew Rutherford was a farmer, organic
inspector, and organic agriculture researcher from
southern Saskatchewan. He served on IOIA’s initial
steering committee and then several years as a Founding
Board Member.  [see Scholarships, page 2] 
IOIA also offers the annual Organic Community Initiative
Scholarship, which provides full tuition for an IOIA-
sponsored basic organic inspector training during the
following year. It is awarded to an individual on the basis
of need and their potential to have a positive impact on
their regional organic community. The Organic Community
Initiative Scholarship is only open to applicants from
outside of the US or Canada.  Applicants can choose to
attend any basic IOIA-sponsored training. The Scholarship
pays for tuition, room and board but does not cover
transportation or other expenses. 
For application materials and information on IOIA training
programs, contact Margaret Scoles, IOIA Executive
Director/Training Manager, IOIA, P.O. Box 6, Broadus, MT
59317-0006, Email ioia@ioia.net, or visit www.ioia.net to
download application forms. The deadline for returning
Scholarship applications is November 1. Scholarship
recipients are notified by December 15. 

Upcoming Trainings 
Kowloon Tong, Hong Kong   IOIA and Hong Kong Organic 
Resource Centre (HKORC) will co-sponsor Basic Organic Farm Inspector 
training and Basic Organic Process Inspector training starting August 23, 
2004. The trainings will be held at the Department of Biology, Hong Kong 
Baptist University in Kowloon Tong. The trainings will be instructed with 
reference to Hong Kong organic standards that are being developed by the 
HKORC. The HKORC was established in 2002 as the first local certification 
body set up to promote the development of organic farming in Hong Kong. 
For further information about the training please contact Ms. Sharon Chan at 
852-3411-2384 or sharonc@hkbu.edu.hk.  
 
Dou-liou, Yun-lin, Taiwan   IOIA and Florida Organic 
Growers/Quality Certification Services will cooperate with the Ministry of 
Education of Taiwan, Transworld Institute of Technology, and Integrated 
Agricultural Development Foundation for the second Basic Organic Farm 
Inspector Training Workshop to be held at Transworld Institute of 
Technology in Taiwan from August 30 to September 03, 2004. The training 
will be held in English and use National Organic Standards of the United 
States Department of Agriculture and IFOAM/IOIA International Organic 
Inspection Manual as references. Expect that the course will be extended 
from standard 3.5 days to 5.0 days to allow for some translation of 
presentations to Chinese. Dr. Nan Jing Ko from Florida will provide 
translations during the training. Hand-outs, written supplemental information 
and final exam will be provided in Chinese.  This is a very good opportunity 
for people in the Chinese community to get familiar with USDA Organic 
regulations in order to promote international organic movement. Please 
contact either Dr. Hsin Shan Lin in Taiwan at:  011-886-5534-5884 or 011-
886-910-563378 or Lhss@mail.tit.edu.tw or Marty Mesh in Florida, US at 
352-377-6345 or fog@foginfo.org for applications and further information. 
 
Kalopa State Park, Hawaii    IOIA and Hawaii Organic Farmers 
Association (www.hawaiiorganicfarmers.org) will co-sponsor Basic Organic 
Farm Inspector training followed by Basic Organic Process Inspector 
training from October 1 –7, 2004 in Kalopa State Park, Hawaii. Hawaii 
Organic Farmers Association (HOFA) is a non-profit membership 
organization that administers organic certification in the State of Hawaii. 
HOFA promotes organic and sustainable agriculture through research, education, and by providing organic certification services in compliance with 
USDA National Organic program. Accommodation on site will be ‘bunkhouse style’. Please contact Kelly Lange of Hawaii Organic Farmers 
Association at 808-969-7789 or hofa@hawaiiorganicfarmers.org 
 
Lubbock, Texas   IOIA and the Organic Trade Association will cosponsor Advanced Organic Inspector Training (Fiber Processing focus) at 
Texas Tech University’s International Textile Center. This training, the first of its kind, is open both to experienced inspectors and interested persons 
from the organic industry and will include a tour of a fiber processing facility, field trips to see value-added cotton manufacturing, and an 
introduction to the new OTA Fiber Council standards. Originally scheduled for April 16-17, this training was postponed until the fall of 2004 or early 
2005 because of low initial enrollment. If you are interested in this course, please contact the IOIA office or review the detailed General Info about 
the course at www.ioia.net.   
 
Elmer, New Jersey    IOIA and the New Jersey Department of Agriculture (NJDA) will cosponsor Organic Farm Inspector Training October 
13-16 and Process Inspector Training October 17-20 at the Appel Farm Arts & Music Center in Elmer, NJ, about 45 minutes from the Philadelphia 
airport. These trainings will be held in conjunction with Advanced Organic Inspector Training. The Advanced training will provide ISO 9001:2000 
Lead Auditor Training in collaboration with AQS Management Systems, Inc. of St. Paul and is scheduled October 18-22. That training is open to all 
interested individuals, with preference given to organic inspectors and IOIA members. Info and application are available at www.ioia.net. Contact the 
IOIA office for further information. 
 
North Central Montana     IOIA will sponsor Advanced Organic Inspector Training in Great Falls, Montana with a focus on organic flour 
milling and grain handling September 23-24. The training will include hands-on advanced audit trail investigations. Info and application are posted at 
www.ioia.net. 
New Mexico   IOIA will sponsor Organic Farm and Process Inspector Trainings in New Mexico in late February 2005. Info and application will 
be posted at www.ioia.net as soon as available. Contact the IOIA office for further information. 
 
Vancouver, British Columbia, CANADA   IOIA will sponsor Advanced Organic Inspector Training at the Granville Island Hotel in mid-
March 2005, in conjunction with the next IOIA Annual Meeting.  
 
Future Trainings:    Watch upcoming IOIA newsletters and the website for details as other trainings develop.  
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2005 AGM Set in  
Vancouver  
The next IOIA Annual General 
Meeting is scheduled at the Granville 
Island Hotel, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, for the week of March 19-
20, a date in accordance with the 
membership's request at our previous 
AGM. Unfortunately, in spite of best 
efforts to NOT conflict with other 
major events, we've scheduled in 
conflict with the Expo West in 
Anaheim, California. The AGM will 
be scheduled in conjunction with an 
Advanced Training (tentative date 
March 17-18) and tentatively with 
Organic Livestock Inspector training 
(most likely March 21-23). Dates for 
all events are being developed in 
conjunction with potential cosponsors 
in BC, including Frazer Valley 
Organic Producers Association, who 
has inquired about livestock training 
and offered to assist with local 
logistics. 
 
What's Special about this AGM? 
It's our 3rd AGM in Canada. Check 
out the location at 
www.granvilleisland.com, but please 
don't contact them directly for 
reservations. This is a lovely facility at 
a great location, right on the 
waterfront in a popular area of the 
city, and convenient to the Vancouver 
Airport. The area is famous for its 
Public Market, live theatres, artists, 
and a scintillating variety of 
restaurants. Granville Island describes 
itself as 'an island retreat in the heart 
of the city'. Plan ahead to do some 
sightseeing. 
 
It's time for the 2nd IOIA 
Fundraising Auction!  
Our first auction ever, in Sonoma, 
California, at the 2002 AGM, was an 
IOIA event to remember. It was great 
fun and raised enough money to pay 
AGM costs. That year, IOIA paid all 
of the Annual Meeting costs for 
attending members.  
With that in mind, we will again tap 
the special qualifications of  Brian 
Magaro, Board Chair and auctioneer. 
We'll need a clerk and other assistants. 
Would you like to help? Diane Cooner 
will assist by compiling the list of 
auction items on the website. Please 
plan to donate or purchase items. Non-
Canadians: please check with your 

local authorities about what can and can't 
be carried back and forth across 
international borders. 
 
We're trying Something New for 
this Advanced Training:  
If you have a topic or a session that you 
would like to present or have someone 
else present, please present a brief 
synopsis of the session, the time 
required, any support materials, and the 
cost to Margaret Scoles, IOIA Training 
Manager. 
This could be a session presented by you 
or a recommendation for a guest speaker. 
Sessions will be selected in consultation 
with Lisa Pierce, Regional Training 
Manager, and the Training Committee 
with an effort made to solicit a 'straw 
poll' of those who plan to attend.  We 
will strive to present a different type of 
advanced training that will draw from 
within the expertise of the members, 
simulate a conference format to allow 
expanding to accommodate more 
members without large class sizes, and 
provide relevant training for organic 
inspectors. We continually find that 
courses of about 20 are ideal if course 
participation is desired. For lecture 
format sessions, course sizes can readily 
exceed 30 and still prove effective. It is 
possible to combine both types of 
sessions into one training. For example, a 
session on the Canadian Organic 
Standards might be of interest primarily 
to Canadian attendees, while updates on 
JAS and EU might interest all attendees. 
As IOIA grows, it is a concern that 
members often choose whether or not to 
attend the AGM based on whether there 
is room in the Advanced Training for 
them. Hopefully, this concept will allow 
our Advanced Training group to grow 
and prevent turning members away 
without jeopardizing quality training to 
do so. Two recent successes that spurred 
this idea were: 
1. The Advanced Training in Costa Rica-
-- the class broke into 2 groups of less 
than 20 each for highly successful 
training. Putting all of the attendees 
together would probably not have met 
the needs of either group as well. 
2. Bob Howe, IOIA member, suggested 
soliciting mini-sessions from among the 
attendees. In Costa Rica, he presented 
about 20-30 minutes on Inspecting Sea 
Vegetables. Both this session and the 
concept was evaluated very well by 
attendees. Rebates on training fees in 

exchange for these sessions encourage 
member participation and help keep the 
training fees reasonable. 
 
Crossing International Borders:   
If you aren't Canadian and you don't have a 
passport, please check WELL IN ADVANCE 
to find out 
what 
documentati
on is 
required to 
visit 
Canada. 
 
 
 
 
ED, from page 5 
OMRI: See article on page 8 for big changes 
in OMRI lists for inspectors.   
  
What's Coming up?  
1. EXPO East: October 14-17. IOIA has been 
invited by New Hope to staff a tabletop 
display in the Organic section. This provides 
much better exposure than getting a full booth 
in the regular Non-profit section. Brian 
Magaro, Board Chair, will assist me in staffing 
the booth, attending industry meetings, and 
visiting other booths.  
2. NOSB meeting: October 12-14. Watch for 
changes in the NOSB (5 new appointments in 
January 2005). IOIA plans to attend at least 1 
day of this meeting and will be prepared to 
submit comments if necessary.  
3. IOIA Annual Meeting: Put on your thinking 
caps for auction items to donate. Crossing 
international borders will take a little extra 
creativity. No keynote speaker has been 
confirmed yet. Any ideas? David Suzuki of 
Vancouver is first on the 'invite list'. 
4. November 1 is time to invoice for 
Membership Dues...again? already? is it 
possible? And then it is time to think about 
Board elections, Bylaws Changes.....I 
encourage all women especially to think about 
whether they might be interested in running 
for the Board. Did I really say that? Does that 
sound sexist? Maybe so....after all, I'm the one 
who objected at the 1993 Annual Meeting and 
when an attempt was made to have 'gender' be 
one of the considerations in the Bylaws when 
selecting the slate of Board nominees. I think I 
said something like, "I'll be damned if I'm 
going to have someone vote for me because 
I'm a woman!". But, we have only one woman 
on this Board and last spring, all of the BOD 
candidates were male. Hopefully that is just an 
anomaly and not a real trend. Mixed boards 
are more likely to make good decisions.  È 
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Notes from the ED 
By Margaret Scoles 
SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS :  
A trip to Denman Island  Lisa Pierce 
completed her first year in June 
since taking on the role of Regional 
Training Manager. We discussed how 
to most economically get together to 
work on training issues.  I checked out 
tickets and found a surprisingly cheap 
one. I flew to Victoria, Lisa picked me 
up, and we drove the 'slow', scenic 
way to the Denman Island ferry where 
I would be lodged in their very quiet, 
cozy guest cabin with a view of the 
ocean. The week was an intense 'think 
tank session' to develop and refine 
training procedures, interspersed with 
glorious breaks to swim in the 
ocean, dig clams (We found a moon 
snail...I became so intent on the 'hunt' 
for clams that the tide came in and 
soaked me where I sat digging.), 
barbeque oysters, visits to a couple of 
gardens in the summer Garden Tour, 
take a 2nd ferry to Hornby Island for 
dinner one night, and once even to go 
ocean kayaking in the Strait between 
Vancouver Island and the mainland. 
Not being much of an athlete or a 
strong swimmer, it was with some 
trepidation that I took Lisa up on her 
offer to go out in the plastic kayaks for 
a couple of hours. The day was 
glorious. The pre-course instruction 
was competent and encouraging. It 
was so hot and brilliant that the water 
dripping off the oars was a comforting 
way to keep cool. We paddled during 
low tide over kelp gardens, giant 
starfish, sea anemones, little schools 
of jellyfish, and whole forests of sea 
urchins. The snow capped mountains 
of the BC mainland provided an 
impressive backdrop.  I am VERY 
pleased to see IOIA going to 
Vancouver next March for our Annual 
Meeting. I encourage you to consider 
putting a day aside to paddle on the 
ocean. This Strait and the Gulf Islands 
are very beautiful and if I can do it, 
anyone can.  
One rather dubious highlight of life on 
the Island was that on the day of the 
Board conference call, the highway 
department cut the phone line. No way 
to get the line fixed until next 
morning, so we arranged an 
emergency solution. The Highway 
Department donated their office (a 
broiling hot mobile home) line so that 

I could join Board members for the call.  
Special thanks to Heather and Lisa for 
their incredible hospitality and 
for creating a space and place for us to 
focus on the work without the everyday 
demands of the IOIA office (not to 
mention the homemade pickled and 
smoked herring!). We couldn't have 
found a more pleasant place to work.  
Other interesting experiences of the 
summer--judging floral and garden at the 
county fair; working with AERO to 
organize an Organic Grass-Finished Beef 
ranch tour in central Montana; and 
submitting a gigantic CSREES 
(Cooperative State Research Extension 
and Education) grant proposal to the 
USDA. If funded, that grant will provide 
a significant share of funding of current 
office staff support and training 
development. We'll hear the outcome in 
October. Ann Baier valiantly supported 
that effort. Garry Lean helped me work 
through the ISO 9001:2000 training 
development where John Foster left off. 
(Thanks are due to John for his work in 
initiating the ISO 9001 training). I also 
developed an article, "Trends in Organic 
Livestock Production", with Organic 
Processing Magazine. This summer has, 
more than any other in my 6 years with 
IOIA, been one with some non-IOIA 
space in it for walking, gardening, 
scattering ashes of a favorite uncle, 
hiking. Truly wonderful. I thank Diane, 
Phoebe, Lisa, and a most excellent Board 
of Directors for their part in the 
teamwork that made that possible.  
  
Summer Inspection Experiences and 
Apprenticeship: I completed 14 
inspections for 3 certification agencies 
this summer. I also do occasional 
handling inspections throughout the 
year.  Hats off to all of you 'real 
inspectors'. I do just enough so that I 
don't forgot what IOIA is really about. It 
also helps me keep current on agency 
requirements and forms.  I encourage 
you if you do work for Ecocert to NOT 
do as I did and read on Saturday the 
inspection assignment for an inspection 
on Monday. As Antje gently reminded 
me, we are supposed to work the 
problems out when we receive the 
inspection assignment, NOT after the 
inspection. Point taken. I didn't read it 
carefully when I received the Emailed 
assignment. 
Apprentices are another great way to be 
reminded of what I can do better. Wendy 

Paulsen of Missoula, MT attended the 
Arkansas trainings (Farm and Livestock) and 
worked with me on horticultural inspections in 
western Montana. Rowdy Petsch of  Meriden, 
Wyoming attended the same trainings last fall 
in Laramie and apprenticed with me on an 
OCIA Farm inspection and both Farm and 
Livestock inspections for the MT Dept of Ag. 
It is always great to be able to have that 
second set of eyes on inspection and to have 
another perspective for discussion 
afterwards. It is very helpful at the conclusion 
of a day's work to ask, "What did I do that 
seemed wrong to you?" or "What did I 
miss?". I was happy on behalf of both 
apprentices to see the requirements for getting 
on the OCIA list made more reasonable, 
right before they wrote all of the narrative 
reports required previously. I always learn a 
lot from my apprentices. 
  
Accreditation:  Apologies to spring 
accreditation applicants. We have had several 
changes in the Accreditation Committee and 
the Accreditation Review Panel (all positive 
ones), but Accreditation still seems to be 
a slower process than we'd like.  
  
Member Mishaps:  Two inspector members 
of IOIA suffered serious injuries this summer. 
Mary Wilson broke a vertebra in a car accident 
last May and is healing up slowly but surely. 
She wears a back brace and will start physical 
therapy soon. Marina Buchan had a dreadful 
fall from a 3rd floor balcony, shattering the 
knee of one leg and the ankle of the other, just 
weeks after moving from Alberta to 
Wisconsin. She is back in Canada for further 
recuperation. Please take a moment to send 
them a card, a call, or simply your good 
thoughts.  I've been feeling a bit out of sorts 
lately and was so pleased to visit with both of 
these strong women and to find them positive 
and in such good spirits in spite of their really 
serious injuries. Most of us work too hard. 
Sometimes a real wreck actually helps us to 
appreciate what sometimes we take for granted 
or what goes by in a blur.   
  
IOIA/ OTA  Organic Fiber 
Processing Training, Texas: Little interest 
has been expressed. If you are interested, 
please let me know. We have a small group of 
inspectors who'd really like to see this training 
happen. It seems that our effort to mix the 
audiences (inspectors and industry) in order to 
get a critical mass simply didn't work. We 
might need to separate the audiences and the 
trainings.  

[See ED, page 4] 
  


